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COLLINS-CLASS SUBMARINE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 
Matter of Public Interest 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Defence Issues) [4.01 pm]: I am very interested to know whether 
the Leader of the Opposition has asked Ben Morton if he supports bringing Collins-class full-cycle docking to 
Western Australia. I understand that the Leader of the Opposition cannot necessarily ask the Minister for Defence, 
the Minister for Defence Industry or the Minister for Finance, Senator Cormann, because he is a shareholder for 
AFC. That aside, the Leader of the Opposition could ask all the backbenchers. I saw only three names. I am glad 
to see that Andrew Hastie has a view on something other than voluntary assisted dying and China with respect to 
Western Australia, and he stood up for Western Australia getting the full-cycle docking. At least he did. But where 
is Ben Morton? Where is the man who can talk to the Prime Minister and is able to get him to do things on behalf 
of the state? Is it true or not? Does he really have any power or influence with the Prime Minister? If so, what 
is he saying? Is he saying to keep it in South Australia because the Liberal Party takes Western Australia for 
granted? Is it that the Liberal Party takes Western Australia so much for granted at the federal level that it thinks 
it can get away with keeping this in South Australia even though the Navy wants it to come here, even though 
it is in the national interest for it to come here and it is so patently in the state’s interest for it to come here? Is 
that the case? 

I cannot believe the Leader of the Opposition stood in this chamber and raised this issue and has gone on radio and 
suggested that South Australia has a capability that we are not able to reproduce here, and, by inference, that that 
task should remain in South Australia. The Leader of the Opposition sounds like an apologist for a Prime Minister 
who is about to do what South Australia wants him to do. That is what it sounds like to me. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden: Don’t make stuff up. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Darling Range. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: I may be wrong. I hope I am wrong, because I know that we have done every single thing that 
could possibly have been done to make the case for Western Australia to have full-cycle docking. We identified it 
in the first place in the “Western Australian Defence and Defence Industries Strategic Plan”. We then pursued our 
plan. I met with the former and current ministers. We told the current minister during her first week in office that we 
were going to do this and make the case. She told us to go ahead and make the case. When she asked for additional 
information, we provided her with the ACIL Allen Consulting paper on the economics, the PricewaterhouseCoopers 
paper on the strategic reasoning and the Advisian paper supported by Oropesa on the infrastructure commitments 
by the state. Every single bit of infrastructure required to be funded by the state has been committed to by the state. 
Every single bit of training required by the state has been committed to by the state. Every single obligation around 
planning has been committed to by the state. There is zero reason, other than political interest in South Australia, 
why this work should not to come to Western Australia. There is no reason at all. The South Australians have not 
made any of those cases. Its only case seems to be that Rex Patrick wants to keep it there, and the federal 
government needs his vote in the Senate, and that is why it is doing it. There is no reasoning. 

There is great risk to the nation in retaining full-cycle docking in South Australia, particularly when it comes to 
2024, when all those tasks will be loaded onto a state with a very small population that is incapable of growing the 
workforce to the scale necessary. At that time, we will be confronted with losing our operational capability for the 
Collins-class and jeopardising and slipping the builds on both the submarines and the frigates. It is a clear case of 
being in the national interest. It is even clearer and more powerfully the case that this work should come to 
Western Australia in Western Australia’s interest. Members opposite should not be saying anything to suggest that 
they support South Australia in this competition—it is not really a competition; this is a debate in the national interest. 
The Leader of the Opposition should not suggest in any way that she supports South Australia retaining this task, 
because that is a failure of leadership. You are the Leader of the Opposition for Western Australia—not for 
South Australia or the Liberal Party, but for Western Australia. The Leader of the Opposition should be acting in our 
state’s interest, as all members should. Some contributions made by members opposite were embarrassing. They were 
ill informed, but, more importantly, they were damaging to our case. I hope that people have just ignored members 
opposite in the way they do so often, but I am fearful that they may have damaged our case. I hope it is not that the 
Leader of the Opposition is an apologist in advance for a political decision, because that would be disgraceful. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
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Ayes (15) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Dr D.J. Honey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr K.M. O’Donnell 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr P.J. Rundle 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Ms L. Mettam Mrs A.K. Hayden (Teller) 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr A. Krsticevic Dr M.D. Nahan  

 

Noes (35) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms J.J. Shaw 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr T.J. Healy Mr M.P. Murray Ms A. Sanderson  

            
Pairs 

Mr D.C. Nalder Mr J.R. Quigley 
Mr D.T. Redman Ms J.M. Freeman 
Mr R.S. Love Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.E. McGrath Mr K.J.J. Michel 

Question thus negatived. 
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